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Track Civil society / patient & community engagement

Track2 (optional) Advancing the End TB strategy and other policy issues

Organised by Médecins Sans Frontières Access Campaign

Description India contributes globally more than a quarter of the world's TB patients and ranks first among 27 MDR-TB
high-burden countries. If the targets of the END TB strategy are to be reached, significant improvements are
urgently needed. Universal access to new and existing diagnostics is moving slowly; novel treatment modalities
for MDR-TB are not being offered; patient-centred approaches have not been defined; and there is a lack of
innovation in the R&D agenda despite India's research and funding potential. The Indian civil society needs to
be an important catalyst for speeding up the ‘End of TB'.

Target audience 1. Treatment activists and organisations
2. HIV and TB community members
3. Civil society organisations

Objectives 1. Identify gaps in the current model of diagnosis, treatment and care in India
2. Facilitate civil society and community engagement in drafting and implementating TB treatment guidelines
3. Facilitate civil society engagement in R&D for TB, including advocacy for clinical and operational research
4. Outline and focus on key policy areas to achieve rapid improvements in TB treatment and care

Keywords Civil society; diagnostics and treatment; research and development (R&D)

Coordinator(s) Shailly Gupta (India), Petros Isaakidis (India)

Chair(s) Jennifer Furin (USA), Grania Brigden (France)

Presentations  17:30 - 17:45  Policies impeding access to diagnosis, treatment and care in the public health programme for
TB-HIV co-infected patients
Vikas Ahuja (India)

 17:45 - 18:00  Challenges in TB care delivery in India targeting vulnerable groups
Tsetan Dorji Sadutshang (India)

 18:00 - 18:15  Use of the new TB drugs in India: road ahead
Zarir Udwadia (India)

 18:15 - 18:30  Access to improved tools and regimens to diagnose and treat all forms of TB and TB-HIV
Homa Mansoor (India)

 18:30 - 18:45  Why does civil society need to be engaged on the TB research agenda (including clinical
trials)?
Erica Lessem (USA)




